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Section Three 
The Mature Military Years 

 
This group of photos begins with Desert Storm and continues 

with an overview of a very rewarding military career 
 

What a career!! The need for speed, the education and opportunities that 
only travel and hands on experience can provide. There it was and Mike had 
it all retained in that steel-trap mind of his.  This was the kind of career 
dreams are made from.  From the time he was very young he would have an 
instant recall whenever anyone would speak about places of interest or if his 
text books were not as accurate as being there in person, or maybe a news 
reel or movie would trigger a memory. 
 
He traveled extensively and was proud to have friends around the world.  
During Dessert Storm his crew was assigned to General Schwarzkopf, an 
impressive assignment.  For the families it was good as we would watch the 
televised news and know immediately they were safe and at times we would 
know where they were.  For the crew, they felt as though the plane was flying 
with a bull’s eye painted on the side. 
 
The Awards and Decorations continued to multiply and made us proud.  He 
was proud too but it didn’t show.  When home visiting he was just one of the 
guys, unpretentious and down to earth.  Partly that was because most folks 
would be clueless anyway unless they were of such a military mind.  He would 
comment about being pleased to bump into someone he would know but how 
it was often times difficult to explain what he was doing in the Air Force as 
most civilian friends grew up and stayed at home so to speak, and really 
didn’t understand his position.  Time stood still for the majority and the more 
things changed the more they remained the same.  He didn’t care, he was on a 
mission, the pursuit of happiness.  
 
As this career was nearing an end he was making solid plans for another 
career and had all the foundations solidly in place for a bright future. The 
fact your parents are business people in a growth community isn’t a bad 
thing.  We were all good to go and grow. 
 
When ordered back to Saudi he told us not to worry, ‘been there, done that’ 
and other than being bored he had no problem with the assignment, in fact he 
would say, ‘no sweat, I can do that standing on my head.”  Meaning, the next 
3 years would fly by.   



 56

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MANY SUCCESSFUL DIPLOMATIC MEETINGS 
BROUGHT THIS WAR TO A QUICK ENDING 
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“with warm personal regards” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample letters were sent to the 
desert by a second grade class. 
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        Oil wells burning! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

With mixed feelings  
They bid farewell to 

The Bear 
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The short war was over and the nation united in celebrations 
around the country.  Flagler County welcomes home this 
county’s last returning war veteran. 
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A memorable 
holiday  in Europe.  
Olympic Stadium 

in Innsbrook, 
Austria 

 
Fran & Mike 

George & Jackie 
Bushey 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Aunt Jean is trying to communicate with 

a Mime in downtown Munich. Looks 
like someone is speechless. Not Jean! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where’s  the imbis stand? 
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From-  
Admiring the 

beautiful Frescos in 
the Monastery of 

Ettal 
To- enjoying a herd 
of sheep. Might as 

well stop and watch, you can’t cross the road anyway 
 

 
 

 Gary waits by Weinstube in Oberammergau 
 in Bavaria 

 
 

 
 
 

Group of tourists enjoying a meal at the 
Horney Gasthaus 

 

Tom Heiser and Michelle and Shawn 
were stationed in Italy at the time of 
our European visit so they joined us 
in Germany and a good time was 
had by all.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   Home base was the Ramstein Hotel. 
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Vacation is almost over, but first a visit to Mike’s 
bachelor pad in Ramstein, Germany. 

 
Looks like reading is 

A popular past time 
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Heiser Hotel was built in 1992.  We will always remember 
Mike’s first visit home.  He had seen several videos and photos 
during construction but it’s not the same as the real thing. 
 

 
 
He had lived overseas in a small flat in England and a cute 
little German apartment which all had low ceilings and a 
closed floor plan. The openness was noticeable immediately. In 
Florida the open plan and high ceilings are a norm but for a 
first impression, he looked up and looked around and then 
asked if we issue plat maps to find your way?  It’s just one of 
those things, you had to be there. 
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This was a creation and dream come true. Fun watching it 

evolve from a pile of dirt into a lovely new home 
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Note the signature on the dollar bill. This was personalized by Sec of the 
Treasury Lloyd Bentsen and one was given to each crew member after a 

trip. 
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Flying around the world with dignitaries became a major part of the job, 
interesting and demanding but very rewarding at the same time. Bob Dole is 
better known but Sharyl is better 
looking. 
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Show me the money, Honey 
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TWO BIG SUPPORTERS 
OF THE TROOPS 
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Biking is a great exercise and to ride around a 125 mile lake is quite an 
accomplishment, especially 3 times during different years.  Above is the 
American Bike Team with Ralf Caspari, Mike’s German landlord and 
friend, all wearing our familiar Red, White and Blue. 
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Above we see the crew ordering their prayer rugs and magic carpets 
while below they are designing mosaic tables to bring home from India. 

International shopping is an experience. 
 

 
 
 

 
The crew kept busy taking photos and shopping and making Memories. 
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FYI- MIKE  IS  THE  ONE ON THE RIGHT 
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Another fun memory was the day these orders were cut, Mike 
called Heiser Realty to give ‘referral’ information which he so 
often would do, but this time he took great delight in telling all 
about this young single airman who would like to buy a home 
at his new home base. At the end of the want list, you could 
hear the smile in his voice as he said, ‘let me give you  
his name.’                        The rest is history! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 81

 
 

Three Heisers 
Having fun 

  
Mike, Tom 

Gary 
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These prestigious awards only go to the top few in each class. 
Mike was used to excelling and took it all in stride, just hung them in his 
home office in Fl and that was the first time we had even known about 

this achievement. It wasn’t until later that Rob Witt shared how he 
attended the ceremony and was proud for his friend who kept being 

called up to the stage to accept more awards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike was recognized as a 
“Distinguished Graduate”, 

an honor reserved for 
students who place in the top 
10 % of their class based on 
leadership qualities, written 

test scores, performance 
evaluations and academics. 
In addition to this he was 

singled out for the 
“Academic Achievement” 

award for having the highest 
academic average in his 

class of 160 students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 83

 

 
 
 

Looking forward to beginning a new job at Patrick AFB.  Search 
and Rescue would not be the plushy assignment of flying 

dignitaries from Ramstein, but the base was on American soil, in 
Florida and HOME. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 84

 
 

When sent home with plans to retire, it is sometimes referred to as 
a ‘terminal assignment’. At the time it meant the end of a military 
career but now the choice of words has a much different meaning. 

 
Especially when the squadron motto is That Others May Live 
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Let’s Party.  
Celebrate the 
home coming 
and the home 
buying!  What 
could be better 

than this? 
 



 86

 

Looks like,  Hi Mom, 
 I’m  Home 

 
STILL UNPACKING SO MANY BOXES OF ‘STUFF’- SPECIAL ITEMS FROM 
ALL AROUND THE WORLD SOON GAVE THIS NICE HOUSE A WARM AND 
HOMEY FEELING.  THESE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN THE WEEKEND HE 
MOVED IN. BEING LOCATED SO CLOSE TO PALM COAST WOULD MAKE 
IT EASY FOR US TOVISIT FREQUENTLY.  
 
 NOW, A   
FAMILY,  
 
TOGETHER  
AGAIN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not only is it out of sequence, it is too big to copy but this was 
another of the many special awards that Mike earned while 
serving in Ramstein, Germany. 
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AIR CREW MEMBER OF THE 
YEAR IS A LOT MORE THAN AN 

‘ATTA BOY’ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Since we are out 
of sync anyway, 
the pictures on 
the left were 
taken in Mike’s 
first condo. He 
was a proud 
homeowner at 
age 23.  Nothing 
real exciting but 
a good starter 
home and a 
home base      
off   base, 
Ellsworth, South 
Dakota. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This was one of those days that you hang on to  
forever.  We spent a nice productive day 
adding a few mom touches to his home and sharing dinner that he and his 
friend cooked on a new grill and then we kicked back and talked about 
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everything and anything including the trip to Dhahran. Mike’s only interest 
was to get this behind him and have some time to enjoy the new house. We 
planned to be able to run up and down Interstate 95 for regular visits. We 
talked about watching a launch together at the Cape when he came home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all these years, we were soon going to be a family again where visits 
were frequent, and holidays would have meaning. We even planned to take a 
family cruise as all the flying time never allowed for cruising time and we 
were all excited about our cruise to Alaska that was to depart on June 23.  
For the moment, Life was Good. 
That was a perfect day. We drove home later that evening feeling satisfied 
that everything would soon be normal, like our friends kind of normal, get 
togethers, kids, and family fun.  We reminisced about the past and planned 
for the future. 
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MIKE HEISER, AGE 35, MARRIED TO THE AIR FORCE, 
HIGHLY DECORATED, AND EVER SO PROUD 

 
 
 


