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Section Five 
 

Continuing--the year that followed 
 
The days run together, the details are a blur, news reports are 
incomplete at best but we go on living one day at a time, wondering 
everyday where this new path will lead us.  
 
Not all bad things are all bad.  Letters shown are just a selected few 
from the mountains of early mail that followed the attack.  To this day, 
we correspond with many new friends, Mike’s friends.  Someone once 
said, to have a friend you must be a friend.  Well, based on what we 
have seen and heard, Mike must have been a friend to many.  He always 
talked about having friends all around the world.  It was true.   
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The Fisher Foundation remembered all the families in a generous way 
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Of course there were 
Many form letters 
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Cindi never received a reply to the above, not even a form letter of 
acknowledgement.  And, Washington wonders why we have an attitude! 
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On the first anniversary, a day none of us ever thought we would live to 
see, the families were united for the first time.  We met for 3 days and 
shared memories and grief and knew we were in good company, the 
only people who really could say they understand how we feel. It was 
during that time we met with the leaders from Eglin and Patrick air 
bases and several of the troops who made it home after Khobar was 
attacked.  Everyone had a story and it was good for all of us. Darci Sims 
was there for us and gave the emotional support from a professional 
stand  point.  It was also during this time we shared information about 
memorial services, which will lead into Section 7 as we try to show some 
of them in a picture story.  Some are elaborate, some are simple, all are 
meaningful. 
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After making noise about the lack of a memorial at Patrick and the lack 
of answers in the investigation and in general, a lack of interest, we were 
invited to visit the Pentagon. We had the opportunity to sit in on a very 
informative briefing as to how they have beefed up Force Protection 
since the bombing of Khobar Towers. 
  
This briefing was conducted by Lt General Vesely at the Pentagon. 
 Maj Chris Valle was included while the General and his staff discussed 
increased awareness and Force Protection.  That was supposed to make 
us feel better. After the main briefing we discussed the attitude of Gen 
Starbuck at Patrick and how our men were forgotten by their home 
base.  This was the beginning of a three year roller coaster ride with 
many briefings and meetings at Patrick AFB and in Washington.  The 
end result is pictured in Section (7) that captures some of the 
Memorials.  
 
Hopefully some of the issues addressed regarding protection of our 
troops will help someone else in their time of need. We still feel strongly 
if others won’t or can’t protect our troops abroad then we don’t belong 
there.  Pack up our toys and come home.  America First! 
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We also had an opportunity to meet with Mr Togo West who 
was Secretary of the Veterans Affairs 
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We gave Senator Dole a copy of a photo of him with Mike on the 
airplane.  He smiled and said he remembered him well. Very nice man. 
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Quite an impressive display, don’t you think?  This is what earned the 
title of one of the Most Decorated Enlisted men in the Air Force. 


