Section Five

Continuing--the year that followed

The daysrun together, the detailsare a blur, newsreportsare
incomplete at best but we go on living one day at a time, wondering
everyday where this new path will lead us.

Not all bad thingsare all bad. Lettersshown arejust a selected few
from the mountains of early mail that followed the attack. To thisday,
we correspond with many new friends, Mike'sfriends. Someone once
said, to have a friend you must be a friend. Well, based on what we
have seen and heard, Mike must have been a friend to many. He always
talked about having friends all around theworld. It wastrue.

IWNES

FVERY!

' FRIEND
HIGHLY DECORATED
AND DEDICATED
T MAK NI

'.,,‘ A DIFFERENCI

ARLINGTON ﬁﬁf
NATIONAL  Eod
CEMETARY
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Tragic anniversar

Associated Press phoia

On June 25, 1996, a truck bomb exploded outside the Khabar Towers in Dhahram, Saudi Arabia,

killing 19 U.S. airmen.

&

Palm Coast famlly still mourning

By BOB FRANCE
Staff Wiriter

PALM COAST — The parents of Master Sgt. Michael
Heiser, one of 19 U8, alvmen Killed in a June 25, 1996, ter-
rorist bombing in Saudi Arabia, “still live this nightmare
every single day,” his father said Tuesday.

“It's something that never goes away,” Gary Heiser of
Palm Coast said of his son's death. "You should never
outlive vour children.” Gary and Fran Heiser will attend
reunions today and Thursday in Orlando for family mem-
bers wha lost loved ones in the bombing.

“We've walked in the same shoes,” Helser said, “but we
haven't mec a lot of the other survivors,”

Heiser said he wanted to contact relatives of the other
victims but the federal Privacy Act prevented govern-
ment officials from releasing their names, Air Foree per-

sonnel who knew the 19 victims also will attend the

reunions.
Heiser's a5-vear-old son served several tours of duty in
‘Saudi Arabiz, including a stint during the 1991 Pellian
Gulf War, Shortly before the bomhbing, he was transferred
to Dhahran Air Force Base from Patrick Alr Force Base
in Cocoa Beach,
Hedser was a communications engineer and flew
aboard F-15 and F-16 fighter-bombers. He moved to Palm

The truck-bomb attack took place
at the Khobar Towers housing com-
potnd {0 American servicemen.

While no oni: has been brought o
justice for the bombing vet, a Saudl
man was arrested in Canada lust
wieek sd deported 1o the United
States. Authorities plan o ask him
about Saudi olfivials claims  that
Iran wies volved in the anack,

“I'm Kind of glad they got this guy
in Canada,” Helser said, “Owe hope:
now 18 that eventually someone will
be held dceountable so his history
never repeals iself.”

1'|l(-" Heisers are critical of the way the ULS, govermment
reacted after the bombing. "One can't help bt wonder if
the thinking would be different if oue of those who so hla
tantly lied about “aking full responsibility’ had lost one
of their own children or thelr only child,” Fran Heiser
said,

“All these 1% voung people fook an oath. They were
willing to die for their country, They didn’t, They died be-

cause of their cotmlry. When aahh can’t be provided by
B T R A W i

Heiser
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ZACHARY ardd ELIZABETH M. FISHER ARMED SERVICES FOUNDATION

July &, 1996

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Heaser,

1 would like o add my vodce to (hose of all Amercans in expressing my most I.inu:m
condaolences to you and your family during this time of loss.  Michael is very much in our
prayers. We ask Gol's blessing For him and for you during this very difficult time,

My wile Elizabeth and | have over the years grown very close fo that great fmily
which is our nation's armes forces, and we feel a very deep sorrow during (ragic times such as
these, We know that there is no compensation great enough fisr the loss you have sulfered,
and that our prayers are probably the best help we can offer you, But we also realize that there
are immediate Fnancial needs which you may now have to face, and we do not want them to be
a burden during this difficult time. Please accept this gift from Elizabeth and me as a small
gesture of our concern for you, and as a token of gratitude toward Michael and all the men and
waomen who have pit their country and their fellow Americans first.

Again, please accept our deepest condolences, and know that we and all Americans are
with you through this trying period. =

Muost singerely, ?WA"J

Mr, and Mrs. Gary G. Heiser
100 Live Oak Lane
Palm Coast, FL. 32137

Cfticas wl: INTREPID SEA A IR S5ACE MUSEURL 121h Aversss snd Wissd Afih Siel, kew York, B, 508

The Fisher Foundation remembered all the familiesin a gener ous way
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W COMBAT COMBAND

OFFICL OF THE CONMNAREER
LEMGLEY A FOREE BASE, SIRDMHA 11868 5553

1 duly 1%

M. amel Mrs, Gy G leiser
10 Live Thik Lane
Palm Coast 11, 1217

Tenr Mr. uml Mrs, Heiser,

(0w lehall of dhe men and wosies of Air Canvlis Command, 1
aler wur e el syospadley e the denth ol your soa. Whclimel's

umtimely alenil s o gresd less to Al Conbat Commnal il the entire
Air Furee.

Phsmgls wendy can i ik o lglien the geeal barden ol yoaur
grich, we wan you b knsw oir thomghits amd prayees are widh you
during fhis difficult perdal,

Hingerely,

RICHARDE, IHAWLE
Gaeneral, VSAN
Commmler

Juis Naorih Asklep Sireet
Nuite JOSE
Tanyjpa, Florida 13602

July T, 159G

oean Wir, Al Brs eiser,

| wwisle tan exborsd iy heantfell cotdabences and tedl you that 1 poin you
im o riel af 102 pragic boss of your s, Ilchaae]

B words 1 can say will relieve your paim, bt | wand you 1oy know you
com e proud of yous son's dedicated and seilless Ervice (o [iis coupry.
Michae] was boil a heric pirnn ani a great Amencasn.

Pleass know that my thoughts and prayers are with you and your
Fappiily during this dilficult tine. 1 pray your griefwilk soon s o your ”
jrving mIETne: of Miclsael will be & source of warmah and strength pow
in the years Lo come tlay Cond bless you
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADGLRTERR 16T FIGHTER WG
LAMEILEY A FORCE BA4F YR

CEFICE O 1o COSMRHDER 10 00 188
158 SmEEmE BAD BT 30
LANEILEY ATH WA TheEE-33E0

Mo, ] e, Ciary Dieimer
140 Lt O Lo
it (st PL. 32137

Uenn bir. and Wes e J
e Crwnmander of e 15 Wing, plesse acoepi my sindere condulemess s the death off your

5o, Mastes Sergman Mike Dlciser, 1, along with all the members ' ovar Wiing, share in yeur Loss
el o grisf

jusini I Airhame Comummi-
Suinge fitining W oeganization, Mike cameal & Mece of reapecl. As aa -
i Syabem Supersizor, ho mereal brkfanily d=ing DESERT STORM, and was instramental
i the enfsseement of the no-lly zome m Seethon Irag.

o Gamily sl ke iin our doughes and pragers during this &fficult lime. [ am confiden] et
oar ideal s of democracy will achievs preaer heights because of the srvice rendeosd 4 aur
oty by men such as Mike

ROBEAT A, RIBT
Prasizent

BANKER O
CELCAWEL L RARHER
MESUEHTEL AFFLIATER, M0
TR AT K HAL HEALCHISA TERS
FHERY LAS FAMSILAS, BUNTE 535
A VIR, EA R
PR oo o July 2, 1996

Gary and Fran Heiser
Coldwell Banker Heiser Realty
39 Old Kings Road, Morth
Palm Coast, FI. 32137

Dwear Gary and Fran:

Please accept my most sincere sympathies for the loss of your son,
Michael.

Having served in the U.S. Army, 1 am particularly sympathetic in this
tragedy. However, T truly hope you realize that your son died a hero and
all Americans are indebted to him.

May your proud and happy memaories help you through this trying time.

Sim@
;o

Robert A, Rist
RAR:eh

cc: ), Gillespie
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEAFEUARTERS exT FIGHTER Wikn

LAMGLEY XM FORCE BAAE WA

PG OF THE GOUMGHOER.
b BWEEMEY YD GUITE B9
ARHALEY AFE WA TMEIT

mbr, el bes, Gy Dleiser
10 Live Ok Lame
I'nh Caas 1L 32037

[enr Mr mml Mrs. [oisor

A Commmander of he Lt Wing, plesss scezpl my sincere eondelences o0 death
siom, Miaater Sergean! Mike Veiser, 1, aleasg with ol ihe members ol oer Wing ﬂllt:!.ren}:nrwlni

anl your grield

10 . 190

Of coursetherewere
Many form letters

Hasce juining ks arganieion, Mike e o place of gspect. Asan Aifbome Casnmuni-

caliosa Symem Supervisne,
im W enfoscensent of the so-fly zone in Souhern frag,

e served brillisntly during DESERT STORM, and was instumenial

Wour Fansily willl e it aur ihoughis sl prayers during this difficul time. 1am confideat that
o bdeala urﬁmmr-%llnumpmheighumulﬂumhemmwr

couiry by men mach s Mike,

Sinoroly

-

C

Wﬁ’uu e Amedan

adier Gen
“cmander

tg il
LSAF

oy

CHIEF OF STAFF
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

16 JUL 1996

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Heiser

1 was deeply saddened by the tragic loss of your son,
Master Sergeant Michael G. Heiser, in the terrorist bombing
of the military housing facilities at Dhahran Air Base, Saudi
Arabia. Please accept my condolences along with those of

his many friends and associates in the Air Force.

Your son's commitment and ultimate sacrifice on
behalf of our ideals strengthens our resolve and furthers our
hopes for peace. Although there is little that can be said to
legssen your grief, I want you to know we appreciate
Sergeant Heiser’s contributions to the Air Force.

On behalf of a grateful nation and the men and women
of the Air Force, please accept my deepest sympathy at this
most difficult time.

General,
Chief of Staff

Mr. and Mrs. Gary G. Heiser
10 Live Oak Lane .
Palm Coast, Florida 32137
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Al

Mnited Sates Smate

WASHINGTON, DG 08 100603

July 5§, 1986

Mr. and Mra. Gary %, Heleer
10 Live Cak Laoe

Palm Coant, Florida 32137
Dear Mr, and Mre. lkeisar-

Hy sincare condolences are axtanded bo you ln the death of your
pon, Michael., We are never pEs red for the lowa of & lowved one,
but the kEragic nature of Wichaal's death makes it even more
diffieult to bear. I trust the lowve and support of family and
friends will comfoert you during this time of cremendous grial.

miring chepe ericically troubling times for our nation, the
world, and sspecially for you, I wanted you to know that millions
of Amaricanm, and -lpl.-t'ia'll{}l chope in Florida, offesr telbute to
Michael mmd hiin Eellow servicemen, They gave thé ultimace in
gacrifice for their country -- their lives. Thads gallant
Amepicans will be sorely missad by their families, Ivlends and
thops whe were privileged to serve with thes.

eass Che pain yoil ars now

mlthowgh thers are no worda to
1{\:\1 ara in our thoughta and
e

expariencing, please know that
prayere during this difficulc b

with kind regacda,

Sinceraly,

———— e

United States Benator

B0 eln
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HGUEE OF NEPFRESLRTATIVES
Wk AHIHATOR, D, & 20818
Tiiuix K, Firsi s

T
Frasmiis

sluee 27, 1996

fr. aned Mrs, Gary Helser
100 Live Onk Lars:
Pabim Copat, FL 32137

[ear Mr. and Mrs. Helsor:

1 wan a0 boplidy scory Lo learn of the death of your san Michael,
and | wanted Lo express my drtpuionndtﬂtrsnubumudymhmﬂr.
Plemse lenow thad you are n sy thoughta aned prayers - and those of
mamy olwera - al this dAillicubt U,

Mmjmmwummmlmlhzhnﬂmmmd
ihe ather service menbens whi died in this terrble incident. Asa
member of the HBouse ) Socurity C dlies, [ con assire you Lhal
:mllhlng e bl b5 Teeing duae fo apprehensd those wlv are responsilde
for this ragedy.

I coamaol even Bpsgine low yo

nre: feeling right now, Bt | hope

it yoa will be abbe b take comfort bn e love aid su af your
Faerdly sl Crieoads ad Uhe hsrwledge that Cod s hokding you n His
Jentnids, Flemee Tel me koow IF there s anyihing 1 ean di to be ol

naslsinoe L Fou.
Sincerely,

Tilke K. Fowler
member of Congreas



| frewd Mie vwile he wan tationead here
ar Paderein. Hike was quaite the
Char acke, olwavs veady enpu a lauah
or Poke fm of -U\-J'ﬂg:) that amused hum.
In truth | Sometimes e ended wp
laughing, dlene Wiule the reot of us
:)’c-ru;ﬁ\e(% 40 undersstard ot wWad 8O
Quanu > OUI - was alwoye fiun to heve
hon wned S0 that we could Lind owt
doout all the people and Places that ke
had Vioited . Oora, our on oXicial

owr Guide, Thot and the Yt he wis

AAUS 41t e .
Mou o 'U'%f\% o S\l Lomeory @

Alare W Peod ouk ok fK?aer%eir\ LR
had 2 small opthering, , Swappee! Joma
Le-stones, ond Gdhartd sonu @uUghy .
\lever quuite hove &y Soyuayik who
Q,(‘L}D . and d(:(;‘,b ‘-U\_!) ;\C‘_\.b 'l_hﬂ% Mthf_.
Aid T P, Cl\{)o,( thewcay -

K s hard on most of us when the
News Lnally came to Vot after Hu

omeing . Mike 1o a vare tupr that
we 2\l fourd uat more of

\‘ dont Frnow, We ot e -th}nt)n of
hun, alot  (ately , and Wantad Ugn 20 how
LR COre, . Q@L

csaT PN AFLE L
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CYNTHIA A.PHILLIPS

8944 Vineweod Lane North
Maple Grove, Minnesota 55369

September 13, 1996

The Honorable Paul T Wellstone
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20009

A
Dear Senator Wellstons,

1 am writing this letter to express my concern about the security of our military troops in overseas
locations, as well as my pure outrage at the current publicity regarding the bombing at the 1.8,
military base in Dthahran, Saudi Arabia, on June 25, 1996,

In June 1980, I enlisted in the United States Air Force and served honorably for twelve vears, |
continued to serve as a Guardsman in the Minnesota Air National Guard for four more years prior
to my retirement. During the final years of my tenure on active duty, I had the privilege of serving
as a U.S. Postmaster during Operations Desert Shield and Storm at Ramstein, Germany. For
many years, [ studied advanced security measures, terrorism, and military strategies as did all U.§,
military personnel. In my opinion, the attack in Dhahran could have been predicted by the
youngest airman  While serving at Ramstein Air Bage during Operation Desert Storm, the base
was considered a “high threat base” for terrorist attacks. For the duration of the operation, the
base, well outside the area of operations, operated under a much heightened security posture
which translated a terrorist artack was “probable” Not only was security appropriately tight on
the base, perimeter guards were posted all the way around the base at 50 yard intervals. Were
these actions taken because officials truly believed the base populace was at risk, or were they
more concerned about the 16 General Officers the base housed? 1 question that logic only now
because of the events in Dhahran. The security was shoddy at best; the security described was
that established for a base unthreatened. Factions had made it perfectly clear only a month prior
that Americans would pay for the execution of their fellow activists. This, in itself, should have
created a greater sense of urgency among the military leaders. But that, as was evidenced, was
not the case. And because of senior leadership’s failure to react properly, in a manner any trained
soldier or airman knows in his or her sleep, 19 of our dedicated men were killed in an action that
was completely preventable. Clearly, the populace far outside the area of operations received
much better security than our people serving in a country where the local people were hostile at
best, and uawanting of our protection. [ find the actions, or better the failure, of our senior
leadership 10 act, reprehensible.

Today, as I sat and watched the evening news, I was told our senior leadership would not be
singled out and held responsible for their actions or lack thereof, The Secretary of Defense has
said he is responsible and senior military leaders should mot be held lisble. Does this make
everything OK? I wonder if we polled the family and friends of the dead airman if they feel more
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comforted now knowing that it wasn't senior leadership’s fault for failing to provide proper
security for their husbands, sons, fathers, or friends—-it was the Defense Secretary's. [ know asan
experienced, seasoned sirman, had I fallen asleep at my post or failed to execute the proper
security T would have been court-maritaled for “what might have happened.” Had something
actually happened under my jurisdiction, [ would be in Fort Leavenworth. The people responsible
for failing to provide the proper security must be held responsible—it doesn't signify who that
might ba--I believe the Constitution which those 19 airman were selflessly defending states no one
is above the law, Moreover, 1 have always known the installation commander to be responsible
for the security of an installation, not the Defense Secretary. The American public deserves &
better answer., The people who loved and depended on those 19 airman deserve a better answer.
And quite frankly, those airman who unconditionally trusted their country and its leaders and
made the ultimate sacrifice, deserve a betier answer.

Senator, as one of your constituents, I find what happened in Dhahran to be an outrage. As 1 hear
proclsimed over and over again during this election year, America is the greatest, most
technologically advanced country in the world, If this is so0, why can't we protect & simple
military installation from terrorist attack? Over the past couple of months, I have watched
numergus chmpaign commercials regarding your concern for children, the middle income citizen,
and the elderly—in essence, for the innocent. Don’t the men and women, who volunteer to
wmmtﬁsmumuﬁhﬂimmwm:ddmwethemmm? 1 implore you to demand
resolution to the security issues wherever our men and women are serving. If we are going to
send our dedicated people outside the U.S. to protect an unknown commodity (why, exactly, are
we there?), they have the right to expect to be kept out of harms way of all known threats. When
I signed my enlistment contract 4 consecutive times, it never crossed my mind that I might die
because of the lack of action by my own people. Those responsible for the lack of proper security
in Dhahran must be held accountable for their actions. Further, those responsible for the bombing
itsedf must be actively sought out and punished,

As you may have surmised, 2 very good friend of mine, Master Sergeant Michael Heiser, was
among those killed in Dhahran. How do I, an airman who truly believed in what she did for 16
years, comfort his family and explain why his life was so readily disposable? Why is no one
responsible? The deaths of these men served no discernible purpose except to further the agendas
of terrorists all over the world, And the unwillingness of 11,5, officials to hold those in charge
responsible for a clearly preventable sct has seriously undermined any confidence in our
government and its military leaders. The men who died so senselessly in Dhahran deserve to be
honored--not with letters of condolence or the awarding of a flag from a grateful nation--but with
the knowledge that there js justice for all.

Respectfully,

Cynthia A. Phillips
Master Sergeant, USAF (Retired)

Cindi never received areply to the above, not even a form letter of
acknowledgement. And, Washington wonders why we have an attitude!
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BESATON W, 0. "BILL" FANKHEAD

Jwme 27, 1996

M, & Mrs Gary Hedser
10 Live Oak Lame
Palm Coast, Florida 32137

Iear Mr. & Mrs. Heiser,

som™s death in the Dhoheas, Saudl

ia wi hat | resd of your
K e Plins family 15 fn our thoaghls and prayers.

Agihia bomshing, Please kraw that yaur

¢ 1 ave young peaple such as your son

wie Americans if i
How fortunate = ligve bes ddeFerd (reedom nnd justice.

ichac] who put dueir lives o

with homor, and | Enow his hasme commumily of

-gon served our Couniry !
oot dly prosd of his dedication.

Palm Cuast shoold be especi

] wmily wi ez pest syerpalhy G0 your farnily.
It Dankivend family wishes lu.-exlmd_mn dee
1 lhope yan1 wilk Tind comion i your Faith and in the kmowdedge that your son

enriched the lives of all whis knew him.

Coardiall

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
Tisl RERCUE SOUADATN (AGC)
6% RESCUIE ROAT

W, G, Bl Fanl hed PATRIGCH A K FORCE BASE PL JXI035-3434

Wiies 30 June 1995

7 1ul Rescue Boundmn
969 [Rescue Ko
PPatrick Adr Force [ase, Florida 32925

hr, nnd Mrs. Gary G_ Helser
10 Live Oak Lane
Palen Ciasl, Florida 32137

[enr bdr, aml Mrs. Heiger,

Phense sceepd my Beart e combelence on the death of your son, Masier Sergean Michacl
0. Neiser. Mike was higldy reapecied by cvery member of the 7151 Rescue Squadron for hia
prodfessional abilities as an Americon sobdier, nmd as an individaal who was considered a friend to
all of tee 715t Bescue S4uabron.

Pike was deployed with menshers of our unit to Saodi Arslda in support of Operation
SOUTHERM WATCH enfieeing United Mations resolutions which cover the soaubern no-Iy-
g im brngp. O Daeslay, 25 June 1996, al 2144 local Saudi Arabin lime (1444 lecal Easiern
Timeh o [zl truck exploded outside o dormitory building, mumber 131, This building housed
Mike aml all other members of the 71st Rescue Squadron deployed with Mike in Saudi Arabia.
At the time of the explesion, Mike was in his suite with Aisman Paul Blais relaxing. Assistance
s o soldiers in the building was alrmasl lmmodiaie follewing the explosion. [t was detormined
et Wik dicel imstnly from injurics sustaingd from the fuel irck explosion.

1o proaid to hinve heen associated with Mike, and | join with the rest of the sguadron in
eapressing our iheepest sorrow al s lugs, De assueed that | stand ready to belp yoo insmy way |
can during this time ol sorrosw.

Since 5

¥ (N
Lieutenam Colonel, LSAF
Crmmupnder
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GENERAL CHARLES G. BOYD

July B, 1996

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Heiser,

I am terribly saddened to learn of Mike's death. He flew
with me many times when I was in Europe between 92 - 93.
I cannot express what 1 know you must feel, but I do think T
understand. You have my deepest condolences.

Regards,

DL

Charles G. Boyd
General, USAF (Ret.)
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TERRORISM HITS HOME

Complete coverage, 7-10A

# Melbourne man relieved to learn
his son survived, 8A.

- E Local Islamic Americans react, 9A. | , _
# Editorial, 14A; other articles, 12C.  WILLIAM SINE of Melboume

wipes lears of relief from hes ayes,

These men from Patrick Air Force Base were killed in the bombing in Saudi Arabia:
Capt. Christopher Capt. Leland T. Master Sgt. Staff Sgt. Kevin J. ] Airman First Class
J. Adams, 30 M Haun, 33 Michael Heiser, 35 | : Johnson, 36 ‘ Justin R. Wood, 20
=% pMascapequa Park, N.Y. B Fresno, Calil Paim Coast, Fla. i =&} Shraveport, La. ‘.. e Maodesto, Calif.
K Engaged Married, Single £ Married, 3 children Smgie
-. B-year veteran 2 step-children 17 —year veteran 15-year vateran Less than 2 years
10-year vateran ] of service

ATIGI( I\IIRNS 5

In seconds, faraway blast changed lives forever
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Bor DoLE
ary IBTH STREET, N.W
SUITE Al0
WasHINGTON, T 20005

June 2, 1999

Dear Frances and Gary,

I was sorry to learn that your son, Sgt. Heiser, was killed in
the terrorist bombing in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

Mike was a good soldier who served his country with pride
and honor.

Elizabeth joins me in sending our best wishes.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Heiser
1¢ Live Oak Lane
Palm Coast, FL 32137-8003

B b R

Wasthiineiron, D vooos

Mr. aud wrs. i
iy .Il_u'T MTH. Gary Hedser
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Dear Gary and Fran.

I was surprised to actually get a phone call from you the other day. Mike has been so
heavily on mind lately, that | needed that boost that [ got from your call.

Things have been so hectic that [ am behind with Christmas stuff. 1hope that this card
and letter get to you in time for the holidays. However, if it didn’t, please know that we
are thinking about you. I have taken to getting my cards ready during my lunch hours at
work.

at night and it is willing to work around my schedule. Right now there is no place for me
to go when | do finish my degree. But not sure what it is that I want to be. I have almost
gotten my CPA. T have 3 of the 4 sections passed and am waiting to hear about the 4™
one.

I did watch the program on MSNBC the other night. T almost cried when I saw Mike’s
picture. He was straight with me all the time. 1 miss the conversations that 1 had with

him as he never pulled his punches and | always knew where [ stood. He made such a
difference in my life at a very difficult time. | am glad to know that you are not letting
his murderers get away with just being swept under the rug.

Well. my lunch hour is up so I need to close.

Once again, know that we are thinking about yoii.
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Famlhes Gather in Grief

Still no answers in bombing of ba tr.:uka
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On thefirst anniversary, a day none of usever thought we would liveto
see, the familieswer e united for thefirst time. We met for 3 days and
shared memoriesand grief and knew we werein good company, the
only people who really could say they understand how we fedl. It was
during that time we met with the leaders from Eglin and Patrick air
bases and several of the troops who made it home after Khobar was
attacked. Everyone had a story and it was good for all of us. Darci Sims
wastherefor usand gave the emotional support from a professional
stand point. It wasalso during thistime we shared infor mation about
memorial services, which will lead into Section 7 aswetry to show some
of them in apicture story. Some are elaborate, someare simple, all are

meaningful.
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After making noise about the lack of a memorial at Patrick and the lack
of answersin theinvestigation and in general, a lack of interest, wewere
invited to visit the Pentagon. We had the opportunity to sit in on a very
informative briefing asto how they have beefed up Force Protection
since the bombing of Khobar Towers.

This briefing was conducted by Lt General Vesely at the Pentagon.

Maj ChrisVallewasincluded while the General and his staff discussed
increased awar eness and Force Protection. That was supposed to make
usfeel better. After the main briefing we discussed the attitude of Gen
Starbuck at Patrick and how our men were forgotten by their home
base. Thiswasthe beginning of athreeyear roller coaster ride with
many briefings and meetings at Patrick AFB and in Washington. The
end result ispictured in Section (7) that captures some of the
Memorials.

Hopefully some of the issues addressed regar ding protection of our
troopswill help someone elsein their time of need. We still feel strongly
if otherswon’t or can’t protect our troops abroad then we don’t belong
there. Pack up our toysand come home. America First!
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We also had an opportunity to meet with Mr Togo West who
was Secr etary of the Veterans Affairs
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We gave Senator_ Dole a copy of a photo of him with Mike on the
airplane. He smiled and said he remembered him well. Very nice man.

Hn a mother’s own words
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MEMORIAL DAY AT ARLINGTON
PRESIDENT CLINTON PRESIDES
CHRIS & MARY VALLE ATTEND
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INFORMAL MEETING WITH GENERAL SHALI AT TAPS 98
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Quite an impressive display, don’t you think? Thisiswhat earned the
title of one of the M ost Decor ated Enlisted men in the Air Force.
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